CAREERS IN CRIMINAL LAW

I. Criminal Law Practice Overview

A. What is Criminal Law Practice


Criminal Law Practice is an exciting and vital part of our legal system.  Criminal lawyers represent the State or individuals on a wide range of crimes ranging from simple misdemeanor traffic violations to first degree murder.  Lawyers engaged in criminal law practice work for a governmental agency on either the federal, state or local level, or, in the case of non-indigent defense work, for small or solo private practices.  Criminal lawyers work at the trial or appellate level; have a good grasp of courtroom procedures and the Rules of Criminal Procedure. 

B. Skills Most Important for A Criminal Lawyer
Criminal Lawyers must deal with clients and constituents during the most stressful times of their lives.  As prosecutors you may have to counsel victims who have suffered life altering attacks or families who have lost loved ones.  As a defense attorney you may be representing a client whose conviction could cost them their jobs, families or even their life. Criminal lawyers must face these issues often while carrying extremely large case loads and working in a system that is overtaxed.  Because of the seriousness of these issues and the nature of the system criminal lawyers must possess a large set of lawyering skills:  including; negotiating, investigating, litigation and counseling.

C. Gaining Experience and Getting Employed

A variety of opportunities are available for gaining hands-on experience.  Most students work on a volunteer basis through their first and second years and continue to gain experience with externships and, sometimes, paid positions during the third year of law school.  While in law school there are multiple ways to get valuable experience in criminal law which are discussed below including:

1.  Extern for a government agency

2.  Intern for a judge in a criminal division

3.  Serve as a research assistant for a professor teaching in the field

4.  Get a mentor working in the area.

Students who meet eligibility requirements may also serve as student attorneys, under Supreme Court Rule 7.11, which enables students to work for authorized agencies as counsel in court with supervision by licensed attorneys.  Holding a 7.11 license can enhance experience and employability.  Please go to http://www.jmls.edu/finditem.cfm?itemid=1968 for additional information and downloadable forms. 

II. Types of Employers in Criminal Law

A. Prosecution

1. Federal:
The U.S. Department of Justice handles criminal matters for the federal government.  The DOJ offers opportunities for law students, entry-level and experienced attorneys.  Summer interns may work in the following departments: Antitrust, Civil, Civil Rights, Environment & Natural Resources and Tax Divisions; the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; the Office of Justice Programs; the Executive Office for Immigration Review; the Professional Responsibility Advisory Office; and the Federal Bureau of Prisons. In addition, the Office of the Solicitor General and the Office of Legal Counsel hire 2 to 4 graduating third-year students each year. Students working for these departments will be placed in Washington, D.C.  Students wishing to work for one the U.S. Attorney’s offices must apply to directly to each of them.  The U.S. States Attorney’s office has internships in Chicago.  The DOJ often posts employment opportunities with the CSO.  For more information go to http://www.usdoj.gov/06employment/index.html.
2.     State:  The official prosecutor for the State of Illinois is the Illinois Attorney General.  The Criminal Enforcement Division handles all criminal matters including; high tech crimes, litigation, criminal prosecutions, environmental crimes, sexually violent persons, and special prosecutions.  The office encourages law students to volunteer for its law clerk program.  Law students seeking to clerk any time during Fall should submit applications as no later than August 1.  The deadline for materials for clerkships in the Spring is October 1.  For Summer clerkships materials are due on March 1.  Materials and information are available at:  http://www.ag.state.il.us/.
3.
Local:  An internship with the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office is one of the most desirable for students wanting permanent employment in criminal prosecution.  The office is divided into eight bureaus: Criminal Prosecutions, Juvenile Justice, Narcotics, Special Prosecutions, Public Interest, Civil Actions, Investigations and Administrative Services.



The CCSA interviews 3Ls during Fall On Campus Interviewing (OCI).  A number of John Marshall graduates are offered permanent positions with the State’s Attorney’s Office each year upon graduation, or following the results of the Illinois Bar Examination.  For more information go to: http://www.statesattorney.org. 


4.
Other Jurisdictions’ Information 
Many John Marshall students are also afforded opportunities in the prosecutors’ offices of Lake, DuPage, Kane, Will and McHenry Counties, all collar counties to Cook.  The following site contains a list of prosecutor’s offices in Illinois and rest of the country by county – (via Eaton County site) http://www.co.eaton.mi.us/ecpa/PA-MWest.htm#IL.  Student may also visit http://www.ndaa-apri.org/ for information and listings of prosecutors offices across the nation.

B. Defense     


On the defense side of criminal law, lawyers and students may work for the government as public defenders or they can work for public interest agencies or in private practice, generally with smaller law offices.  The following briefly describes the various types of employers students may research for employment.

1. Federal


a. Federal Defender Program and community defender programs represent indigent persons charged with the commission of federal crimes.  These programs hire summer interns for both paid and unpaid positions.  Students are assigned to assist attorneys with their case load. Students have the opportunity to be exposed to narcotics, bank robbery, fraud and firearms cases. Students are encouraged to observe court proceedings and to attend meetings with clients.  These programs also hire entry level attorneys.  For more information on these programs go http://www.fd.org/Contact/CDODirectory.PDF  
b. Office of the Federal Appellate Defender:  Each State has a Federal Public Defender Office which represents indigent defendants before the U.S. District Court courts. Representation includes counsel and investigative, expert and other services necessary for an adequate defense.  These offices hire both students and entry level attorneys.  For more information go to: www.state.il.us/defender/fed.html.


2.   State and Local
a. State:  The principal function of the Office of the State Appellate Defender is to represent indigent persons on appeal in criminal cases when appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court, the Appellate Court or the Circuit Court.  Under the heading of the Office of the State Appellate Defender, there are multiple offices with a large number of attorneys on staff.  The main office is located in Springfield.  There are offices in Chicago (1st Judicial Circuit), Elgin (2d Judicial Circuit), Ottawa (3d Judicial Circuit), Springfield (4th Judicial Circuit), and Mount Vernon (5th Judicial Circuit).  In addition, there is a Capital Litigation Division in Chicago, and a Supreme Court Unit and Death Penalty Trial Assistance Division, both located in Springfield.  Each summer all the offices take 2Ls as summer interns that help to research and write and draft briefs.  Entry level attorneys are hired upon passing the bar exam.  For additional information, please visit the following site:  http://state.il.us/defender/oadabout.html.
b. Local:  The Cook County Public Defender’s Office provides legal representation in the areas of criminal, misdemeanor, abuse and neglect, paternity and traffic cases for individuals who cannot afford legal representation.  The office contains the following criminal divisions: Traffic, Domestic Violence, Misdemeanors, Felony Trial, Forensic Science, Homicide Task Force, Investigations, Juvenile Justice, Legal Resources (Appeals and Post Convictions), and the Multiple Defendants Division.  There are also three civil divisions: Child Protections, Paternity and Mental Health.   Many John Marshall students volunteer at the CCPD each year.  Many graduates are offered permanent positions with the office each year upon graduation, or following the results of the Illinois Bar Examination   For more information go to: http://www.co.cook.il.us/agencyDetail.php?pAgencyID=18
Other counties within Illinois also have public defender offices.  These are too numerous to provide in this list, however, interested students may find the public defender’s offices either through the individual county web sites, or by checking in the Sullivan’s Directory of Illinois Attorneys, in the section on County Government Officials, Downstate.  Students should also visit the National Legal Aid and Defenders Association website for listings of agencies and information.  Simply go to http://www.nlada.org/Defender.


3.
Private Practice Firms – Defense

Attorneys practicing criminal law but not working for the various government agencies typically work for small criminal defense firms.  These firms do hire students for pay and typically hire entry level attorneys upon passing the bar exam.   For a current listing of criminal defense firms, perform a Martindale-Hubbell search at http://www.martindale.com.  From there, a search by firm, location, or practice area can be performed.  Your assigned counselor may also be able to search the John Marshall alumni database for names.  Further, students may find John Marshall alumni practicing criminal law by refining the search terms. Students may also find firms by searching the yellow pages or through the many bar associations.  If you are interested in working for these firms you should send your resume and cover letter for consideration.

III.  
John Marshall Professors who teach Criminal Law Courses

A.  Professor William K. Carroll
B.  Professor Michael Gerald Heyman
C.  Professor Patricia Mell
C.  Professor Timothy P. O’Neill
D.  Professor Ralph Ruebner
E.  Professor Ronald C. Smith
IV. Courses Available at John Marshall in Criminal Law and Related Courses  

A. Criminal Law

B. Criminal Procedure I & II

C. Evidence (required to receive a 7.11 license)

D. Federal Criminal Law

E. Rights of Prisoners in American Law (Seminar)

F. Appellate Procedure

G. Trial Advocacy

H. Negotiations

I. Litigation Practicum

J. Prosecution Clinic

V.
National, State, Local, and Student Organizations in Criminal Law

A.
National Organizations

1. American Bar Association – http://www.abanet.org
2. National District Attorneys Association – http://www.ndaa-apri.org/
3. National Association of Attorneys General - http://www.naag.org/
4. National Legal Aid and Defenders Association – http://www.nlada.org/Defender 

B.  State & Local Organizations

5. Illinois Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers – http://www.iacdl.org
6. Illinois State Bar Association – Criminal Justice Section http://www.isba.org/sections/criminal/home.asp 

C.  Student Organizations

1. John Marshall Criminal Law Society – Strives to increase awareness of the criminal law field among students, faculty and the legal community.  

VI. John Marshall Alumni and Alumni Mentors Practicing Criminal Law

A.  To locate JOHN MARSHALL alumni practicing criminal law, perform a search on Martindale-Hubbell or Lexis.

B.  Alumni Mentors practicing Criminal Law:  The CSO has Alumni Mentors in Criminal Law practice available to assist students.  If you are interested in an Alumni Mentor in this field, please see Sue Monette in the CSO.

