The John Marshall Law School

Intellectual Property Law Curriculum Guide

I.  Introduction

The practice of intellectual property (IP) law generally includes practice in the substantive areas of patents, copyrights, trademarks and trade secret law.  The practice of intellectual property law is as varied as the types of problems that creators, inventors and innovators face in protecting, exploiting, and enforcing their rights in their intellectual creations.  Practitioners of intellectual property issues include in-house counsel, attorneys in private practice, lobbyists, and lawyers working in government agencies, including the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, the U.S. Customs Service, the Department of Justice, the Federal Trade Commission, the U.S. Trade Representative, the State Department, and the Department of the Interior (among others).  

The John Marshall Law School implemented a J.D. Certificate program in Intellectual Property Law in 2001.  Students seeking the IP Certificate can choose between two tracks:  the Copyright and Trademark Track, and the Patent Track.  Course selection within each Track is discussed separately below.  

II.  Copyright and Trademark Track

Copyright and trademark specialists do not need a science or engineering background in order to prosecute trademark or copyright applications.   They are often involved in advising clients on such diverse matters as the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights on the Internet, international licensing and merchandising of protected works, clearing advertisements and other merchandising techniques, and global piracy prevention.

As a general matter copyright and trademark specialists are responsible for three, often overlapping areas of practice. They are: 

1.
The creation and recognition of intellectual property rights.  This includes advising clients regarding the steps to take to protect their rights in their intellectual creations; including methods for creating protectable works and prosecuting appropriate US and international registrations, etc. governing the protectable elements of such creations.  

2.
The commercial exploitation of intellectual property, including licensing, R&D and joint venture agreements for the development and exploitation of such property. 

3.
The enforcement of intellectual property rights, including representing and defending purported rights holders and users in civil, criminal and administrative proceedings, before arbitral tribunals and in other alternative dispute resolution proceedings, both in the US and internationally

While some intellectual property lawyers specialize in one of these three major areas, others practice in all three.  

A.  Required Courses

The following three courses are required to obtain the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property Law under the Copyright and Trademark Track:

Trademark and Copyright Law (3)

AND

Legal Writing for the IP Practice (2)    

AND 

Intellectual Property in the Global Digital Environment (3) OR   International Intellectual Property Law (3). 


B.  Strongly Recommended Courses

The required courses listed above have been selected to provide a core knowledge base for specialists in the areas of copyright and trademark law.  Because of the broad varieties of issues that arise in the practice of copyright and trademark law, however, and the frequent intersection between patent, trademark and copyright law, we strongly recommend that you also take an introductory patent law course.   Currently, the LL.M. program offers a specialized course in patent law for those who lack a science or engineering background and is designed to explore the important intersections between these courses.    J.D. students may take this course, as well as all other LL.M. courses offered by the Center for Intellectual Property Law with the permission of the Director.

Given the growing importance of the Internet and other technologies, as well as the growing role of international issues in the protection of copyright and trademark rights, we also strongly recommend that you take both the IP in the Global Digital Environment, as well as the International Intellectual Property course.  


C.  Elective Courses

In addition to the courses described above, students focusing on copyright and trademark law may also choose courses from the following list of elective courses (grouped according to the three practice areas identified above):

	Area


	Courses

	Recognition and Protection of Rights
	Art Law

Constitutional Law Seminar:  The First Amendment

Entertainment Law

Media Law

Introduction to Information Technology Law

Publishing Law 

Sports Law

Unfair Competition and Trade Regulation

	Commercial Exploitation of Rights
	Intellectual Property Licensing

International Business Transactions

Trademark and Copyright Law Planning and Practice

	Enforcement of Rights
	Accelerated Trial Advocacy for IP Attorneys

Comparative Trial Advocacy and Litigation

Intellectual Property Litigation


In addition, with permission, students may also take the LL.M. courses that are offered by the Center for Intellectual Property Law that further expand the opportunity for exploring intellectual property issues in depth.   A complete list of JD and LLM Intellectual Property courses is included at the end of this guide.

Qualified students may also conduct independent research under the direction of a faculty member to permit them to study a topic of their choosing in greater depth than is allowed in traditional course studies.

III.  Patent Track

A.  Required Courses

The following three courses are required to obtain a J.D. certificate in Intellectual Property Law under the Patent Track:

Legal Writing for the IP Practice (2) 

AND

Patent & Trade Secret Law (3) 

AND

Patent Planning & Practice (3)  OR  Patent Clinic (2).

B.  Strongly Recommended J.D. Courses

The required courses listed above have been selected to provide a core knowledge base for specialists in patent law.  Because of the broad varieties of issues that arise in the practice of patent law, however, and the frequent intersection between patent, trademark and copyright law, we strongly recommend that you also take an introductory course in the other areas of intellectual property law, such as Intellectual Property Law (formerly IP Survey), or Copyright and Trademark Law.  

Given the growing role of international issues in the protection of patent rights, we also strongly recommend that you take the International Intellectual Property course.  

C.  Elective Courses

In order to obtain the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property Law under the Patent Track, you must complete a total of sixteen (16) credit hours of Intellectual Property course work.  In addition to the courses described above, you may choose elective courses from the Intellectual Property courses listed at the end of these materials to make up a total of sixteen (16) credit hours.  

D.    J.D. Courses Organized According to Patent Practice Specialization

The following chart shows suggested courses grouped according to the main areas of specialization for patent law practitioners.  Note:  not all of the courses listed are considered Intellectual Property courses that qualify for the sixteen (16) credits required for the J.D. Intellectual Property Certificate.  

	Patent Practice Specialization


	Description
	Suggested Courses

	Core Courses
	Relevant to all patent practice specialties.
	Patent & Trade Secret Law

Administrative Law

Antitrust Law



	Recognition and Protection of Rights 

(Patent Prosecution)
	Obtaining patents for inventors through practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
   
	Claim Drafting

Patent Clinic

Patent Law:  Statutory & Regulatory Fundamentals

Patent Office Practice

Patent Planning & Practice



	Enforcement of Rights 

(Patent Litigation)
	Enforcing patent rights through litigation in the federal courts and alternative dispute resolution.

	Alternative Means of Dispute Resolution

Intellectual Property Litigation

Accelerated Trial Advocacy for IP Attorneys

Pre-Trial Practice in Civil Litigation Seminar

Scientific Evidence Seminar


	Commercial Exploitation of Rights 

(Patent Licensing)
	Transactional practice involving the transfer of patented technology through contractual arrangements.
  
	Corporations

Intellectual Property Licensing

International Business Transactions



As part of the sixteen (16) credits, J.D. students can take up to six (6) LL.M. credits with prior approval of the Director of the Center for Intellectual Property Law.

J.D. Intellectual Property Courses

229
Art Law

1

286
Claim Drafting

2

081
Business Franchise Law

3

215
Entertainment Law

2

234
Gaming Law

2

294
International Intellectual Property Law

3

178
Intellectual Property in a Global Digital Environment
3

195
Intellectual Property Licensing

3

194
Intellectual Property Litigation

3

113
Intellectual Property Law Survey

3

199
Patent Law:  Statutory & Regulatory Fundamentals
2

290
Patent Law, Planning & Practice

3

117
Patent & Trade Secret Law

3

239
Patent Clinic

2

197
Patent Office Practice

3

267
Publishing Law

1

196
Right of Publicity & Protection of Personality

3

295
Seminar on Selected Topics in Intellectual Property Law
2

228
Sports Law

2

124
Trademark & Copyright Law

3

127
Trademark and Copyright Law Planning & Practice
3

189
Trial Advocacy for IP Attorneys (accelerated)

3

273
Unfair Competition & Trade Regulation Law

3

LL.M. Intellectual Property Courses

IP445
Advanced Patent Application Preparation

2

IP439
Advanced Patent Clinic

2

IP490
Advanced Patent Law Planning & Practice

3

IP417
Advertising Law

2


IP404
Antitrust Law

3


IP411
Antitrust and Misuse Aspects of IP

3


IP425
Art Law

1


IP464
Biotechnology Patent Law

3

IP460
Bankruptcy & Security Interests in IP

1


IP418
Business Franchise Law & Practice

2

IP465
Claim Drafting

2

IP494
Comparative & Intl. Patent Law

3

IP421
Contemporary Technology & IP Law

3

IP451
Protection of Computer Software Inventions

2

IP406
Copyright Law & Practice

3

IP427
Copyright Litigation

1

IP405
Interference, Reissue and Reexamination Practice
3

IP413
International Patent Law

2

IP419
Entertainment Law

2

IP444
Gaming Law

2

IP407
IP Licensing

3

IP416
International Antitrust Law Issues

1

IP455
International Copyright Law

1

IP414
International Trademark Law

2

IP415
Law of Patents

1


IP428
Legal Writing for the IP Practice

2

IP449
Patent Law:  Statutory & Regulatory Fundamentals
2

IP408
Patent Litigation

2


IP402
Patent Office Practice

3

IP410
Pricing Regulation

2

IP443
Publishing Law

1



IP423
Rights of Publicity & Protection of Personality

3

IP426
Sports Law

2

IP400
Substantive Patent Law I

3



IP401
Substantive Patent Law II

3

IP412
Taxation of IP

1

IP440
Trade Secrets Law

2

IP403
Trademark Law & Practice

3

IP409
Trademark Litigation

2

IP424
Trademark Transactions

2

IP441
Trade Secrets Litigation

2

IP450
Transnational Enforcement of IP Rights

3

IP430
Trial Advocacy (accelerated) for IP Attorneys

3


IP422
Unfair Competition and the ITC

2

IP429
Master Classes

1


A   Advanced Topics in Patent Law




B   Appellate Brief Writing for IP Attorneys


C   Appellate Advocacy for IP Attorneys


D   Advanced International Trademark Law


E    Y2K Problems




F   Valuation of IP 



G   Preliminary Injunctions


H
  Globalization, IP and the Internet

IP433
Clinical Education in IP Law

2

IP432
Dissertation

3

IP431
Independent Study

2

� The law of government agencies.  Note:  Administrative Law does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.





� The law prohibiting anti-competitive behavior in the marketplace.  Note:  Antitrust Law does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.





� Attorneys licensed to practice before the USPTO must have a qualifying technical background in engineering or the sciences and must pass a special examination.  For details, consult the agency’s General Requirements Bulletin, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/dcom/olia/oed/" ��http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/dcom/olia/oed/�. 





� A technical background is not required to litigate patent rights in the federal courts.





� ADR does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.





� Pre-Trial Practice does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.





� Scientific Evidence Seminar does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.





� A technical background is not required to license patents.  





� Corporations does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.





� IBT does not count as an Intellectual Property course for purposes of the J.D. Certificate in Intellectual Property.
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