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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The John Marshall Law School’s China IP Summer Program will be offered in Beijing, China, in cooperation with the Peking University School of Law from July 6, 2009 to July 31, 2009.  This four week program is open to students in good standing from all ABA-approved law schools.  Two week options for selected courses are also available.
 Program Focus
John Marshall’s 2009 China IP Summer Program focuses on the growing role of China in intellectual property (IP) Law.  The courses will emphasize intellectual property issues concerning Chinese laws and legal institutions governing IP, as well as broader business law issues surrounding foreign uses of IP in China and elsewhere.
In addition, an IP survey course is offered for students who are beginning their IP studies or who wish to have a background in this important area of law.  Credit for these courses is offered to John Marshall students, and transfer credit for this ABA-approved summer program will be available to students from other ABA-approved law schools in accordance with the rules of their home institutions (students from other schools should confirm with their home institutions that credits from this program will transfer before enrolling).
CLE Opportunities
	Practicing attorneys may participate in the summer program on a continuing legal education (CLE) basis.  It is anticipated that CLE credit will be available for the program classes at a rate of approximately 10 hours per class credit hour (the final number of CLE hours available will be confirmed with each CLE applicant before their registration is finalized).  Two week options are available for specific courses as described elsewhere in this handbook.  CLE participants will be required to attend class sessions, but will not be required to take class final examinations or to complete required papers.  CLE participants will pay the full tuition and program fees for the courses which they attend.
Tours Included in the Program
The China IP Summer Program will include several educational and sightseeing tours as part of the cost of the program.  Educational tours will include visits to the State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO), the IP Tribunal, Beijing No. 1, Intermediate People’s Court, and East IP (a major law firm with numerous international IP clients).  Sightseeing trips will include visits to the Great Wall, the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, and the Temple of Heaven.
Classrooms, Housing and Food
The program will use classrooms at the Peking University School of Law.  The main building for the law school was constructed three years ago and has classroom facilities comparable to those found in ABA-approved law schools in the United States.
Housing accommodations for students and faculty will be provided at a foreign student housing facility located on the Peking University campus.  The housing facility is comparable in quality to a US mid-level hotel.  Internet access will be available in student rooms for a small charge.  Student meals will be available at a student dining facility at Peking University.  The housing facility is a short walk from the School of Law and the student dining facility.
Peking University is world famous for both its educational quality and its physical beauty.  Gardens located on the campus retain elements of gardens from a Chinese royal family home previously located on the site.
Costs and Financial Aid
Tuition
$1210 per credit hour (students will be able to take one to six credit hours of course work)
Fees
Housing:  $810 per student (double occupancy; $675 additional for single)
Food:  $450 per student
Instructional Fee:  $100 per student (including all tours)
Airfare:  Arranged and paid for by each individual  (all other transit costs included in program)

To reserve a place in the program, a deposit of $400 is required by May 1, 2009, with full payment of tuition and fees by June 1, 2009.  All checks should be payable to the “John Marshall Law School.”  


Fees to Attend One-Half of the Program
Students taking only Current Legal Issues: IP in International Business Organizations (weeks one & two; one unit) or International Law Seminar: Classic and Comparative Issues (weeks three & four; two units) may enroll for only one-half of the program.  In this case, the fees for housing, food, and instructional costs shall be one-half the above amounts. 
Financial Aid
Financial aid may be available to support the tuition and living expenses associated with this program.   Students should contact the financial aid office at their home institution to determine if this aid is available.
Visas
	Students attending the program will require a visa for entry into China and will be responsible for obtaining and paying for the visa.  The present fee for obtaining a Chinese tourist visa for a United States citizen is $130.00 as of 1/27/2009.
COURSES OFFERED
Current Legal Issues: IP in International Business Organizations
This course examines the legal problems United States businesses face as they develop and use intellectual property in foreign settings. Problems encountered as businesses are founded, financed, expanded, transferred to others, or terminated will be emphasized.  The development and use of intellectual property in China will be considered in evaluating these types of business law problems and their potential solutions. Students will prepare a research paper on a topic related to the business roles and impacts of intellectual property interests.  (Professor Gruner; one credit hour)
International Law Seminar: Classic and Contemporary Issues 
(Comparative IP Protection Issues in China and the United States)

This course examines features of Chinese and American intellectual property laws that have figured prominently in recent efforts to develop and enforce intellectual property interests in China. It will emphasize the means that US concerns are using to protect their intellectual property interests in China, as well as some of the perceived advantages and disadvantages of those methods. The class will begin with an introduction to the intellectual property system of China, including outstanding enforcement issues. Students will prepare a research paper on a topic related to IP in China.  (Professor Zhang; two credit hours) 
Intellectual Property Survey
This course introduces students to the primary legal systems that protect IP in the United States including patent, trademark, copyright, and trade secret laws. The course is intended both for students who are interested in a general overview of IP and in preparation for more specialized IP courses. No technical background is expected or required. Grading will be based on a final examination in the last week of the course.  (Professors McGrath and Gruner; three credit hours)
Professors
Professor Richard S. Gruner
Professor Gruner is the Director of the Center for Intellectual Property Law and Professor of Law at The John Marshall Law School in Chicago. Professor Gruner is the coauthor of two casebooks in the intellectual property field: Intellectual Property in Business Organizations: Cases and Materials (LexisNexis 2006) and Intellectual Property: Private Rights, the Public Interest, and the Regulation of Creative Activity (West 2007).  He is a former inside counsel to the IBM Corporation.  Professor Gruner is also the Director of the China IP Summer Program.
Professor William T. McGrath
Professor McGrath is the Associate Director of the Center for Intellectual Property Law and
Adjunct Professor of Law at The John Marshall Law School in Chicago.  He is a partner in the Chicago law firm of Davis McGrath LLC, where he practices primarily in the areas of intellectual property (copyright, trademark, software/information technology, trade secrets, licensing) and commercial litigation.  He has been teaching Copyright Law and other classes at The John Marshall Law School since 1990.  
Professor Zhang Guangliang
Professor Zhang is the former Acting Chief Judge of the Intellectual Property Tribunal, Beijing No. 1 Intermediate People’s Court and now a Professor at the China University of Political Science and Law and an Adjunct Professor at both Peking University and The John Marshall Law School.  Professor Zhang is a graduate of John Marshall’s IP LLM program.
Class Schedules
1.  Course Title  _Current Legal Issues: IP in International Business Organizations_
2.  Professor       _Richard Gruner_(weeks 1 & 2)_________________________
3.  Credit Hours _1_______________________________________________
4.  Semester or Quarter Hours  __Semester Hours_______________________
5.  Days and Times  	TTh 9:00am – 12:40pm (week 1)___________________
T 9:00am – 12:40pm; Th 9:00am – 9:40 am (week 2)____
6.  Total # of Meetings _4__________________________________________
7.  Total Classroom Minutes * _700___________________________________
8.  Exam Time (Total Minutes) _NA (Paper Required)_____________________



1.  Course Title  _Intellectual Property Survey___________________________
2.  Professor       William McGrath (weeks 1 & 2); Richard Gruner (weeks 3 & 4)__
3.  Credit Hours _3_______________________________________________
4.  Semester or Quarter Hours  _Semester Hours________________________
5.  Days and Times  	MWF 9:00am – 12:40pm (week 1)_________________
MWF 9:00am – 12:40pm; Th 9:40am – 11:40pm (week 2)
TTh 9:00am – 12:40pm (week 3)__________________
T 9:00am – 12:40pm (week 4)____________________
Th 1:00pm – 4:00pm (week 4) (Final Exam --_________
Not Included in Classroom Minutes)_______________
6.  Total # of Meetings _9_________________________________________
7.  Total Classroom Minutes * __2100________________________________
8.  Exam Time (Total Minutes) __90 minutes___________________________

1.  Course Title  _International Law Seminar: Classic and Contemporary  Issues___
		(Comparative IP Protection Issues in the United States and China)
2.  Professor       _Zhang Guangliang_(weeks 3 & 4)________________________
3.  Credit Hours _2________________________________________________
4.  Semester or Quarter Hours  _Semester Hours_________________________
5.  Days and Times  	MWF 9:00 am – 12:40pm (week 3)__________________
MWF 9:00 am – 12:40pm; Th 9:00am-10:20am (week 4)__
6.  Total # of Meetings _7___________________________________________
7.  Total Classroom Minutes * _1400___________________________________
8.  Exam Time (Total Minutes) _NA (Paper Required)______________________

APPLICATION MATERIALS AND PROCEDURES
Law Student Applicants	
Law student applicants for the China IP Summer Program should complete these steps:
1)	Complete the application form in Appendix A at the end of this handbook;
2)	Complete the registration form in Appendix B at the end of this handbook and submit the $400 deposit by May 1, 2009 and the full payment of tuition and fees as specified in Appendix B by June 1, 2009;
3)	Complete the study abroad form in Appendix C at the end of this handbook;
4)	Submit a letter from your school confirming that you are in good standing (not required for John Marshall Law School students);


5)	Submit all materials to:
Michele Bridges
Executive Director
Center for Intellectual Property Law
John Marshall Law School
315 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, IL 60604

312.427.2737 ext. 581
 6bridges@jmls.edu

CLE Applicants

Persons applying to attend the summer program on a CLE basis should not complete the above forms but should instead contact Michele Bridges at 312.427.2737 ext. 581 or  6bridges@jmls.edu to register for the program.


POLICIES AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Enrollment Limits

The China IP Summer Program is open to 30 U.S. law students, graduate law students, and legal professionals. 

Attendance

Regular attendance and participation in class meetings is required.  Under no circumstances will credit be given for courses in which the student is absent more than 25% of the total number of class meetings.  A student absent for more than 25% of the total number of class meetings will not be allowed to write the examination or submit the paper for a course and will receive a grade of WF (withdraw/fail) for the course.

Accelerating Graduation
It is unlikely that participation in foreign summer programs such as the China IP Summer Program can be used to accelerate graduation. 
Acceptance of Credit
Acceptance of any credit or grade by a student’s home institution is subject to the rules and policies of that institution.  Students should check on these policies before enrolling in the program.
Individual Travel Arrangements
Students must make and pay for their own travel arrangements to arrive in Beijing by Sunday, July 5 (lodgings covered by the program fee will be available at Peking University as of that night).  Students will need to vacate the student housing facility as of the morning of Saturday, August 1.  For students traveling to Beijing from Chicago for the summer program, there is (as of January, 2009) one daily non-stop flight on United Airlines each way.  There are many one-stop connections to Beijing from Chicago and other United States cities and students should shop among several airlines to determine the best fares.  Students should plan to arrive in Beijing on July 5 (arrangements for transportation to the Peking University campus will be made with reasonable efforts to accommodate each student’s travel schedule).
Passports
Each participant is responsible for obtaining a current US passport and obtaining that passport in time to submit it in conjunction with the student’s application for a Chinese visa.  The People's Republic of China (PRC) requires that, to enter the PRC under a visa, a party must have a passport that is valid for a minimum of six months beyond the date of entry.   Be sure to confirm that your United States or other home country passport has a minimum remaining period of validity through at least December 6, 2009 (six months from the date of entry of July 6, 2009 for the summer program) before seeking a Chinese visa.  Persons seeking new or renewed United States passports should act promptly to do so (and consider paying for expedited processing) as United States passport processing periods have been lengthy in recent years.
Each participant is also responsible for complying with applicable customs regulations.
Applying for Chinese Visas 
Each participant must have a visa to enter the PRC.  The John Marshall Law School will provide applicants with information on how to apply to Chinese visas.  Visa information can also be obtained from the Embassy and Consulates General of the People's Republic of China in the United States at www.china-embassy.org.   The China IP Summer Program is 26 days long, meaning that participants may enter China on a tourist visa.  Such a visa allows stays in China of up to 30 days.
Health insurance
Study Abroad Health and Accident Insurance is not provided by the John Marshal Law School but is available from private vendors at a modest fee for students to obtain individually at their own expense if their pre-existing health care coverage does not cover overseas medical treatment or related expenses such as medical evacuation costs.  Each program applicant should review their own health care coverage.   Information on one provider of insurance for overseas health care costs (including medical evacuation) is available at www.hthstudents.com.
Liability
Each participant in the China IP Summer Program must complete the Agreement and Release for Participation in International Studies Program form contained in Appendix C of this handbook and describing the allocation of responsibilities and liabilities in connection with this summer program.
State Department Advisories
The U.S. State Department Consular Information Sheet for the People’s Republic of China (PRC) (as of 1/1/2009) is incorporated in this handbook as Appendix D.  Although no such revision is presently expected should the Consular Information Sheet for the PRC be revised during the program to announce an “Area of Instability” in the region in which the program is being conducted, the updated information will be distributed promptly to students participating in the program and the students will be given the opportunity to withdraw from the program with a refund of all fees paid except for room and board payments utilized prior to the date the site was declared an “Area of Instability.”
	Information on travel warnings is found on the State Department website at www.travel.state.gov.   If, prior to the commencement of the program, a U.S. State Department Travel Warning is issued for the PRC, all registrants will be notified promptly and be given an opportunity to withdraw from the program.  Students who withdraw shall receive a full refund of all monies paid, with such refund being paid to the students within twenty days after their withdrawal.  In the event the program is canceled, all students shall receive a full refund of all monies paid, with such refund being paid to the students within twenty days after the cancellation.
	 If, during the course of the program, a U.S. State Department Travel Warning is issued for the PRC, students will be notified promptly of the warning and given an opportunity to withdraw from the program.  Students who withdraw will be refunded fees paid except for room and board payments utilized prior to the date of withdrawal.  If the program is terminated, students will be refunded fees paid except for room and board payments utilized prior to the date the Travel Warning is issued.
Cancellation Policy

While we do not anticipate cancellation of the program, the program will not be offered if there are fewer than 10 students signed up to attend and having submitted deposits by May 1, 2009.  The program will also be cancelled in the unlikely event that the U.S. State Department advises against travel to Beijing in the period of the program or if other governmental actions of the United States or China preclude such travel.  Should the program be cancelled, students having submitted deposits will be contacted individually and their deposits and any other payments to this point will be returned within twenty (20) business days of the date of cancellation.  In the event of cancellation, the Director of the Summer Program and the staff of the John Marshall Law School will use their best efforts to assist applicants in making arrangements to attend similar programs if the students so desire.
If courses included in the program are not offered, every effort will be made to substitute comparable offerings.  Students having registered in the affected courses will have an opportunity to register for different courses or to obtain a full refund of the tuition for the courses not taught.  If these are the sole courses the students were enrolled to take, they will have the option to not attend the program and to obtain a full refund of the fees and tuition paid


Contacts in the United States

Dorothy Li
Co-Director, Asian Alliances
John Marshall Law School
315 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, IL 60604

 312.427.2737 ext. 414,
8li@jmls.edu

Michele Bridges
Executive Director
Center for Intellectual Property Law
John Marshall Law School
315 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, IL 60604

312.427.2737 ext. 581
6bridges@jmls.edu

Contact in Beijing
Professor Zhang Guangliang
China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing

zhangguangliang@hotmail.com


Appendix A
The John Marshall Law School
SUMMER 2009 “STUDY IP LAW IN CHINA”
July 6, 2009 – July 31, 2009

Application for Visiting or Unclassified Student Status

This application will be given formal consideration only upon receipt of:
■	$60.00 application fee (not to be waived)
■	Letter from the Dean of your law school authorizing you to enroll for course(s)

Please Type or Print in Ink:
1.	Full Name:______________________________________________________________________
2.	Social Security Number:__________________________________
3.	Sex:  ______Male	______Female
4.	Date of Birth______________________________  
5.	Place of Birth___________________________
6.	Ethic Designation:
□	1.	American Indian/Alaskan Native		□	5.	Hispanic
□	2.	Black/Afro American			□	6.	Asian/Pacific Islander
□	3.	Caucasian/White				□	7.	Puerto Rican
□	4.	Chicano/Mexican American		□	8.	Other ________________________

7.	If you are a citizen of a foreign country, what is your visa status?_____________________
8:	Mailing Address:
	Address____________________________________________________________________________
	City, State, Zip Code________________________________________________________________
	Telephone:__________________________________________________________________________
	Email Address:______________________________________________________________________
9.	Summary of Academic Training:
	Name of Law School_________________________________________________________________
	Dates of Attendance_________________________________________________________________
	Date J.D. to be Conferred____________________________________________________________

I understand and agree that the omission, misrepresentation or concealment of any significant fact in any statement may be considered sufficient reason for refusal of admission or expulsion after admission.
Date____________________________________
Signature of Applicant_________________________________
 (unsigned applications will be returned)

												

Appendix B
The John Marshall Law School
SUMMER 2009 “STUDY IP LAW IN CHINA”
July 6, 2009 – July 31, 2009

Student Registration Form
Please complete the following registration information.  One form per individual.  Registrations will not be taken by telephone, as payment must be received with registration.
Further information on travel and studies in China is available from the U.S. Department of State web site at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1089.html.  Further information on one of several available student abroad health plans (which may be of interest as health insurance coverage is not provided by the John Marshall Law School) is available at www.hthstudents.com.  By signing and submitting this registration form for the summer program, you acknowledge that you have reviewed this information.
Application Fee & Deposit of $400 due by May 1, 2009
Full Payment of Tuition and Program Fees due by June 1, 2009
Name:	____________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code_______________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address:____________________________________________________________________________
Signed: _______________________________________________  Date: _____________________________
COURSES TO BE OFFERED (Please check those courses in which you want to be registered)

□	Law 287 – Current Legal Issues: IP in International Business Organizations, 1 credit, weeks 1 & 2 --
Professor Richard S. Gruner

□	Law 113 – Intellectual Property Law Survey, 3 credits, weeks 1, 2, 3 and 4 – Professor William T. McGrath (weeks 1 & 2) and Professor Richard S. Gruner (weeks 3 & 4)

□	Law191 – International Law Seminar:  Classic and Contemporary Issues – Comparative IP Protection Issues in the United States and China, 2 credits, weeks 3 and 4 – Professor Zhang Guangliang
Fees:		$60.00 Application Fee for all Visiting/Non-Classified Students
Tuition:	$1,210.00 per credit hour
Program Fees for Full Four-Week Program:
Housing		$810.00 per student (double occupancy; $675 additional for single occupancy)
Food:			$450 per student
Instructional Fee:	$100 per student 
Airfare:			Arranged and paid for by each individual
Individuals taking only Current Legal Issues: IP in International Business Organizations (weeks one & two; one unit) or International Law Seminar (weeks three & four; two units) may enroll for only one-half of the program.  In this case, the fees for housing, food, and instruction costs shall be one-half of the above amounts. 
Financial Aid
Financial aid may be available to support the tuition and living expenses associated with this program.  Students should contact the financial aid office at their home institution to determine if this aid is available.
RETURN FORM(S) WITH PAYMENT TO:	MICHELE A. BRIDGES
CENTER FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW
THE JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL
CHICAGO, IL 60604


Appendix C
Agreement and release FOR Participation
in international studies program
I, ______________, am a student at the John Marshall Law School (“the Law School”), a visiting student taking classes offered by the John Marshall Law School, or a party participating in such classes on a continuing legal education (CLE) basis.  I have chosen to participate in an International Program sponsored by the Law School, in collaboration with international host organizations, in Beijing, China from July 6, 2009 to July 31, 2009 (“the Program”).  I understand and acknowledge that my participation in the Program is wholly voluntary.  In consideration of being allowed to participate in the Program, I agree as follows:
I represent and warrant that I am and will be covered throughout the Program by a policy of comprehensive health and accident insurance which provides coverage for injuries and illnesses I sustain or experience overseas, and, more specifically, in the country in which I will be living and/or traveling while on the Program.  I understand that where possible my insurance should include coverage of medical evacuation services.  By my signature below, I certify that my health insurance policy will adequately cover me while outside the United States; and, I absolve the Law School of all responsibility and liability for any injuries (including death), illnesses, claims, damages, charges, bills and/or expenses I may incur while I participate in the Program.  I agree to report to the Law School any physical or mental condition I have which may require special medical attention or accommodation during the Program at least thirty (30) days prior to departure and I authorize the Law School to disclose my medical information on a need to know basis as may be necessary to provide medical treatment and/or reasonable accommodation.
I understand that although the Law School will attempt to maintain the Program as described in its publications and brochures, the Law School reserves the right to make changes to the Program itinerary at any time and for any reason, with or without notice, and the Law School shall not be liable for any loss whatsoever to me by reason of any such cancellation or change.  The Law School is not responsible for penalties assessed by air carriers that may result due to operational and/or itinerary changes, regardless of whether the Law School makes a flight arrangement.  Any additional expense resulting from the above will be paid by me. Where the Law School has arranged for housing, the Law School reserves the right to substitute hotels or accommodations or housing of a similar category at any time.  Specific room and housing assignments are within the sole discretion of the Law School.
I understand and acknowledge that the Law School assumes no responsibility or liability, in whole or in part, for any delays, delayed or changed departure or arrival times, fare changes, dishonors of hotel, airline or vehicle rental reservations, missed carrier connections, sickness, disease, injuries (including death), losses, damages, weather, strikes, acts of God, circumstances beyond the control of the Law School, force majeure, war, quarantine, civil unrest, public health risks, criminal activity, terrorism, expense, accident, injuries, damage to property, bankruptcies of airlines or other service providers, inconveniences, cessation of operations, mechanical defects, failure or negligence of any nature however caused in connection with any accommodations, restaurant, transportation, or other service or for any substitution of hotels or of common carriers, with or without notice, or for any additional expense occasioned by any of the foregoing.  If due to weather, flight schedules, or other uncontrollable factors I am required to spend additional nights, the Law School will not be responsible for my hotel, transfers, meal costs, or other expenses. My baggage and personal property are transported at my risk entirely.  The Law School will not be responsible for any additional travel I engage in before, during or after the scheduled Program.
I understand that my conduct will reflect on the Law School and I agree to conduct myself in a professional manner.  The Law School reserves the right to decline to accept or retain me in the Program at any time should my actions or general behavior impede the operation of the Program or the rights or welfare of any person.  Similarly, if my conduct violates any policy or procedure of the Law School, I understand that I may be required to leave the Program at the sole discretion of the Law School’s employees, agents, and representatives, and I may be referred to the appropriate Law School officials for further disciplinary or other action.  In such an event, no refund will be made for any unused portion of the Program.  
The right is reserved by the Law School, in its sole discretion, to cancel the Program or any aspect thereof prior to departure; and, in the Law School’s sole discretion to cancel the Program or any aspect thereof after departure, requiring that all participants return to the United States if the Law School determines or believes that any person is or will be in danger if the Program or any aspect thereof is continued.  
In the event the Program is cancelled by the Law School before or during the trip, I will be refunded the fees I paid to the Law School pro rata for the unused portion of the Program.  The Law School is not responsible for the refund of expenses or penalties for transportation or room and board due to cancellation of the Program for any reason.
I understand and acknowledge that I have received and reviewed the U.S. Consular Information, as well as the Centers for Disease Control information, on travel to, in and around my destinations; that I am aware of and understand the risks and dangers of travel to, in, and around my destinations, including but not limited to the dangers to my own health and personal safety that may be posed by the use of public transportation in my destinations, and by civil unrest, political instability, terrorism, crime, violence, and disease in my destinations.  I assume, knowingly and voluntarily, each of these risks and all of the other risks that could arise out of or occur during my travel to, from, in, or around my destinations.
To the extent I participate in field trips during the Program, I acknowledge that my participation in these activities is not required by the Law School and is wholly voluntary.  I understand and acknowledge that I may face an increased risk of injury or death due to civil unrest, violence, terrorism, crime or political instability by traveling in my destinations.  I assume knowingly and voluntarily each of these risks which could arise out of or occur during my travel to, from and in and around my destinations.
I understand that although the Law School has made every reasonable effort to assure my safety while participating in the Program, there are unavoidable risks in overseas travel and I release and promise not to sue the Law School, its employees and agents, for any damages or injury (including death) cause by or relating to my participation in the Program except for such damages or injury as may be caused by the gross negligence or willful misconduct of the Law School or its employees or agents.
I agree that this Agreement is to be construed under the laws of the State of Illinois, USA and that if any portion is held invalid, the balance shall continue in full force and effect.  Should there be any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement that would require judicial involvement, such dispute shall be decided in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, USA.
I represent that I am at least 18 years of age or, if not, that I have secured below the signature of my parent or guardian as well as my own.  I have the right to consult with an attorney or other advisor before signing this Agreement. 
I acknowledge that I have read, understand and will abide by each of the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
	
		
Signature of Student
	
Date: 	

			
Print Name
	

			
Parent or Guardian (if under age 18)
	

	EMERGENCY CONTACT
		
Name
	RELATIONSHIP
		

			
Address
			
Telephone 





Appendix D
U.S. State Department Consular Information Sheet 
for the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
(as of 11/28/2008)
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November 26, 2008
[bookmark: country]  COUNTRY DESCRIPTION: [image: China map][image: China map]  The People’s Republic of China was established on October 1, 1949, with Beijing as its capital city.  With well over 1.3 billion citizens, China is the world's most populous country and the third largest country in the world in terms of territory.  China is undergoing rapid, profound economic and social change and development.  Political power remains centralized in the Chinese Communist Party.  Modern tourist facilities are available in major cities, but many facilities in smaller provincial cities and rural areas are frequently below international standards.  Read the Department of State Background Notes on China for additional information.
Back to Top
[bookmark: #entry_requirements]ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS:  A valid passport and visa are required to enter and exit China and must be obtained from Chinese Embassies and Consulates before traveling to China.  Americans arriving without valid passports and the appropriate Chinese visa are not permitted to enter and will be subject to a fine and immediate deportation at the traveler's expense.  Travelers should not rely on Chinese host organizations claiming to be able to arrange a visa upon arrival.  Chinese authorities have recently tightened their visa issuance policy, in some cases requiring personal interviews of American citizens.  Although a bilateral United States-China agreement provides for issuance of multiple-entry visas with validity of up to one year for tourists and business visitors, Chinese consulates often limit visas to only one entry.  Visit the Embassy of China web site at http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/ for the most current visa information.

Visas are not required of aliens who hold air tickets to the final destination, have booked seats on international airliners flying directly through China, and will stay in a transit city for less than 24 hours without leaving the airport. Persons transiting China on the way to and from Mongolia or North Korea or who plan to re-enter China from the Hong Kong or Macau Special Administrative Regions should be sure to obtain visas allowing more than one entry.  Permits are required to visit Tibet as well as many remote areas not normally open to foreigners.  A travel permit for Tibet can be obtained through local travel agents. Permits cost approximately renminbi (RMB) 100, are single-entry and valid for at most three months.  Most areas in Tibet are not open for foreigners except Lhasa City and part of Shan Nan.  Foreigners can be fined up to RMB 500, taken into custody, and deported for visiting restricted areas.  For information about entry requirements and restricted areas, travelers may consult the Visa Office of the Embassy of China (PRC) at Room 110, 2201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington DC 20007, or telephone (202) 338-6688 and (202) 588-9760. For a list of services and frequently asked visa questions and answers, travelers can view the Chinese Embassy's web site at http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/. There are Chinese consulates general in Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, and San Francisco. Since the run-up to the Olympics, some Americans have reported having difficulty getting visas in Seoul, South Korea or Hong Kong. 

In July 2007, the Chinese government tightened its regulations for altering or renewing visas for individuals already in China.  Visitors can no longer change tourist (L) and exchange (F) -type visas to other types and many applications must now be completed in person.  There have also been reports that entry and exit violations are being more strictly enforced, with recent reports of police, school administrators and hotel staff checking to ensure that individuals have not overstayed their visas.  Visitors are expected to register with the police within 24 hours of arrival in China.  While hotels generally do this automatically with no additional action being required from the guest, Americans planning on staying in private homes with family or friends must go to their local police station to register.  The police have been stricter in the enforcement of this rule and have fined apartment companies, hotels and Americans for violations.

Americans who overstay or otherwise violate the terms of their Chinese visas will be subject to a maximum fine of 5,000 RMB, departure delays and may be subject to detention.  Travelers should note that international flights departing China are routinely overbooked, making reconfirmation of departure reservations and early airport check-in essential.  An airport user fee for both international and domestic flights is now included in the cost of the ticket price.  Americans are also required to have an exit visa to leave China.  Americans who lose a passport must take into consideration the time needed to get a new passport and a new visa.  Visa issuances can take as long as 7 business days.

In an effort to prevent international child abduction, many governments have initiated new procedures at entry/ exit points.  These often include requiring documentary evidence of relationship and permission for the child’s travel from the parent(s) or legal guardian if they are not present.  Having such documentation on hand, even if not required, may facilitate entry/departure.

Dual national Americans, particularly those with dual Chinese and American nationality, should realize that entering China using their non-U.S. passport could mean that the Chinese Government may not afford them the consular protections to which they are entitled.  While the U.S. Government will offer consular services to all U.S. citizens regardless of dual nationality, use of other than a U.S. passport to enter China can make it difficult for U.S. Consuls to assist dual national Americans who have been arrested or who have other concerns with the Chinese Government.

China does not recognize dual citizenship.  U.S. Embassy and Consulate officials are often denied access to arrested or detained Americans who do not enter China using their U.S. passport.  Lawful Permanent Residents of the United States who do not carry unexpired or otherwise clear evidence that they may re-enter the United States will encounter delays departing from China.  Lawful Permanent Residents should renew and update U.S. residence documentation prior to their departure from the United States.

Information about dual nationality or the prevention of international child abduction can be found on our web site.  For further information about customs regulations, please read our Customs Information sheet.
Back to Top
[bookmark: #safety]SAFETY AND SECURITY:   Americans visiting or residing in China are advised to take routine safety precautions; that is, travelers should remain aware of their surroundings and of events happening around them.  Travelers should respect local police requirements to avoid travel in some areas.  In light of the greatly increased numbers of older Americans traveling to China, Americans should verify with U.S. tour operators that local guides being used are familiar with medical facilities and emergency medical evacuation procedures.

American citizens who rent apartments with gas appliances should be aware that, in some areas, natural gas is not scented to warn occupants of gas leaks or concentrations.  In addition, heaters may not always be well vented, thereby allowing excess carbon monoxide to build up in living spaces.  Due to fatal accidents involving American citizens, travelers are advised to ensure all gas appliances are properly vented or to install gas and carbon monoxide detectors in their residences.  These devices are not widely available in China and should be purchased prior to arrival.

Security personnel may at times place foreign visitors under surveillance.  Hotel rooms, telephones, and fax machines may be monitored, and personal possessions in hotel rooms, including computers, may be searched without the consent or knowledge of the traveler.  Taking photographs of anything that could be perceived as being of military or security interest may result in problems with authorities. Foreign government officials, journalists, and business people with access to advanced proprietary technology are particularly likely to be under surveillance.

Terrorism is rare in China, although a small number of bombings have occurred in areas throughout China.  Recent bombings have generally been criminal in nature, frequently the result of commercial disputes.  The vast majority of these local incidents related to disputes over land seizures, social issues or environmental problems.  While some incidents have grown to larger scales and involved some violence, these incidents have not been directed against foreigners.
Business disputes in China are not always handled through the courts.  Sometimes the foreign partner has been held hostage, threatened with violence, or beaten up.  Anyone entering into a contract in China should have it thoroughly examined, both in the United States and in China.  Contracts entered into in the United States are not enforced by Chinese courts. Care should also be taken when entering into a lease for an apartment or house.  There have been instances of foreigners being ejected from their apartments because of lease disputes, and being prevented from re-entering, even to retrieve their belongings. 

Americans doing business in China should be aware that if they become involved in a business and/or civil dispute, the Chinese government may prohibit them from leaving China until the matter is resolved.  Civil cases may sometimes be regarded as criminal cases and the defendant may be placed in custody.  Civil law disputes may take years to resolve.  There are many cases of American citizens being prevented from leaving China for months and even years while their civil cases are resolved.

U.S. citizens and business owners should be aware that many intending migrants from China will try to enlist their assistance to secure a U.S. visa.  In one common scheme, a PRC national contacts a U.S. business feigning interest in a particular product or service.  The PRC national then asks for a formal letter from the U.S. company inviting him or her (alone or with colleagues) to come to the United States to discuss or finalize a purchase, or establish formal cooperation between the two companies. The PRC national will then use the invitation letter when he or she applies for a U.S. visa to show he/ she has a legitimate purpose of travel.  While many such requests may be legitimate, some are not. Oftentimes, the PRC national initiating the contact has no relationship to his/her claimed Chinese employer.  In fact, it is not unusual for these individuals to be part of elaborate human smuggling syndicates.  Visa Sections at the U.S. Embassy and Consulates in China are regularly contacted by U.S. businesses that unwittingly have been used to facilitate illicit migration schemes.

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs’ web site at http://travel.state.gov, where the current Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts, as well as the Worldwide Caution, can be found.

Up-to-date information on safety and security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S. and Canada, or for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular tollline at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).
The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas.  For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State’s pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad.
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[bookmark: #crime]CRIME:  China has a low crime rate.  Pickpockets target tourists at sightseeing destinations, open-air markets, airports, and in stores, often with the complicity of low-paid security guards.  Americans are perceived as wealthy and may be specifically targeted by petty criminals.  Violence against foreigners, while rare, is on the increase.  Over the past year, incidents of violence against foreigners, including sexual assaults, have taken place, usually in urban areas where bars and nightclubs are located.  Robberies, sometimes at gunpoint, have occurred in western China and more recently in Beijing.  There have been some reports of robberies and assaults along remote mountain highways near China’s border with Nepal.  Travelers are sometimes asked by locals to exchange money at a preferential rate.  It is illegal to exchange dollars for RMB except at banks, hotels, and official exchange offices.  Due to the large volume of counterfeit currency in China, unofficial exchanges usually result in travelers losing their money and possibly facing charges of breaking foreign exchange laws.  If detained by police under suspicion of committing an economic crime involving currency, travelers may be delayed for weeks or months while police investigate the allegations.

Recently, there have been instances in Beijing and elsewhere of mobs in bar districts attacking foreigners.  Nationalism is on the rise, and disputes among Chinese citizens or between Chinese and foreigners can quickly escalate.  Caution should be exercised when visiting bar districts late at night, especially on weekends.  There have been reports of bar fights in which Americans have been specifically targeted due their nationality.  Simple arguments can turn into mob scenes and many times have resulted in the American being detained for hours for questioning with no right to an attorney or consular officer at that stage.  Bar fights are often punished by administrative detention in a local jail for up to two weeks, usually followed by deportation.

Travelers should have small bills (RMB 10, 20 and 50 notes) for travel by taxi.  Reports of taxi drivers using counterfeit money to make change for large bills are increasingly common, especially in Guangzhou.  Arguments with taxi drivers over fares or over choice of route usually are not easily resolved on the scene.  In some cases, Americans who instigate such arguments have been detained for questioning and have not been released until the fare is paid or a settlement is reached and the American offers an apology.  There has been an increase in the number of Americans falling victim to scams involving the inflation of prices for tea and other drinks.  Normally, the scam involves young people who approach English speaking tourists and ask to have a cup of tea with them to practice their English. When the bill comes for the tea, the charge has been inflated to an exorbitant amount.  When the tourist complains, enforcers arrive to collect the money.  A similar scam involves buying drinks for young women at local bars.

Throughout China, women outside hotels in tourist districts frequently use the prospect of companionship or sex to lure foreign men to isolated locations where accomplices are waiting for the purpose of robbery.  Travelers should not allow themselves to be driven to bars or an individual's home unless they know the person making the offer.  Hotel guests should refuse to open their room doors to anyone they do not know personally.

The Embassy has received some reports of fraud committed against U.S. citizens through the Internet with the intent of securing a visa to the United States or money.  A common scenario involves a Chinese national who hires a consulting company to communicate with an American citizen on his/her behalf.  The intent of the Chinese national is not always clear; however, the business models of many of these companies are reliant on the American citizen ultimately sending money to the Chinese national for expenses, such as English study, not knowing that the money is going to the “consultant” instead.  The American citizen may unwittingly carry on telephone conversations with a paid consultant posing as the romantic interest.    In some cases, the American citizen may travel to China to meet his/her Internet friend in person, a visa consultant accompanies the Chinese friend and presents the American with a demand for payment of thousands of dollars in fees.  At times, when the American citizen has refused to pay, s/he has been threatened with physical violence or unlawful detention.  Another common scenario involves a Chinese person who will claim he/she or a close family member has been kidnapped or had a large sum of money stolen and asks the American to wire them money.  We want to remind American citizens that no one should provide personal or financial information to unknown parties.  For additional information on these types of scams, see the Department of State’s publication, International Financial Scams.

Relationship fraud via the Internet is also a growing industry.  While many Chinese citizens are sincere in their desire to marry and live with Americans they meet over the Internet, some are not.  It is important to remember that immigrant visas to the United States are viewed by many Chinese as having a great deal of value, and it is not uncommon for people to enter into relationships for the sole purpose of obtaining a visa. 

Unfortunately, the Embassy is unable to carry out investigations of relationships of this sort, but all Americans are urged to approach such Internet relationships with caution, and to be wary of situations which appear similar to that described above.

Recently, American visitors have encountered scams at the international airports in China whereby individuals appearing to work for the airport offer to take American tourists’ bags to the departure area, but instead they carry the bags to another area and insist that the visitor pay an airport tax.  Travelers should be advised that the airport tax is now included in the price of the airline ticket.  The airport police or security officers should be contacted if this happens.

The U.S. Embassy is aware of reports that airport thefts and robberies of travelers in China are on the rise, specifically in the domestic airports of Beijing, Zhengzhou, Shenyang, Dalian, Qingdao and Taiyuan.  Additionally, some Americans report that they have been the victims of robberies while in their hotel rooms in tourist areas and some have been assaulted during these robberies.

American visitors to China should carry their passports with them out of reach of pickpockets. Americans with Chinese residence permits (juliuzheng) should carry these documents, and leave their passports in a secure location except when traveling.  All Americans are encouraged to make photocopies of their passport bio-data pages and Chinese visas and to keep these in a separate, secure location, and to register with the U.S. Embassy or nearest Consulate General. (See “Registration/Embassy Location” information below).

In many countries around the world, counterfeit and pirated goods are widely available.  Transactions involving such products may be illegal under local law.  In addition, bringing them back to the United States may result in forfeitures and/or fines.   More information on this serious problem is available at http://www.cybercrime.gov/18usc2320.htm.
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[bookmark: #victim]INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME:  The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate.  If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance.  The embassy/consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred.  Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed.   China has a system similar to "911" in the United States which the Chinese can use to contact police or other emergency services.  Americans can call 110 while in China to reach this service; however, there are few to no English speakers working for this hotline.

See our information on Victims of Crime.

ENGLISH TEACHERS/SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Many Americans have enjoyed their teaching experience in China; others have encountered significant problems.  Prospective teachers are encouraged to read the Teaching in China Guide on Embassy Beijing’s American Citizen Services web site at http://beijing.usembassy-china.org.cn/teach.html.  To assist the Embassy in providing up-to-date information to prospective teachers, Americans experiencing problems should inform the Embassy by contacting the American Citizens Services Unit at telephone (86) (10) 8531-4000, or via e-mail at: AmCitBeijing@state.gov.
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[bookmark: #medical]MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION:  The standards of medical care in China are not equivalent to those in the United States.  Medical facilities with international staffs are available in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and a few other large cities.  Many other hospitals in major Chinese cities have so-called VIP wards (gaogan bingfang).  These feature reasonably up-to-date laboratory and imaging facilities.  The physicians in these centers are generally well-trained.  Most VIP wards also provide medical services to foreigners and have English-speaking doctors and nurses.  Most hospitals in China will not accept medical insurance from the United States, with the exception of the following hospitals, which are on the Blue Cross Blue Shield’s worldwide network providers - overseas network hospitals’ list (http://www.bcbs.com/bluecardworldwide/index.html): Hong Kong Adventist Hospital, Beijing United Family Hospital, Beijing Friendship Hospital, International Medical Center in Beijing, and Peking Union Medical Center.  Cash payment for services is often demanded before a patient is seen and treated, sometimes even in cases of emergency. Travelers will be asked to post a deposit prior to admission to cover the expected cost of treatment.  Hospitals in major cities may accept credit cards for payment.  Even in the VIP/foreigner wards of major hospitals, however, American patients have frequently encountered difficulty due to cultural, language, and regulatory differences.  Physicians and hospitals have sometimes refused to supply American patients with complete copies of their Chinese hospital medical records, including laboratory test results, scans, and x-rays.
 
Note: Travelers should note that commonly used American medication is generally not available in China.  Medications that bear the same or similar name to prescription medication from the United States are not always the same.  Americans should make sure to carry their prescriptions from their doctors if carrying prescription medication into China for personal use.

Ambulances do not carry sophisticated medical equipment.  Injured or seriously ill Americans may be required to take taxis or other immediately available vehicles to the nearest major hospital rather than waiting for ambulances to arrive.  Generally, in rural areas, only rudimentary medical facilities are available, often with poorly trained medical personnel who have little medical equipment and medications.  Rural clinics are often reluctant to accept responsibility for treating foreigners, even in emergency situations.
 
International SOS operates modern medical and dental clinics and provides medical evacuation and medical escort services in Beijing, Nanjing, Tianjin, Shekou and Ulaanbaatar, as well as 24hr Alarm Centers in Beijing and Hong Kong.  Through its clinics in Beijing (24 hours), Tianjin, Nanjing and Shekou, International SOS offers international standard family practice services, emergency medical services and a range of clinical services.

For medical emergencies anywhere in mainland China, Americans can call the International SOS 24-hour "Alarm Center" in Beijing at telephone: (86) (10) 6462-9100 for advice and referrals to local facilities.  International SOS “Alarm Centers” can also be contacted in Hong Kong at telephone: (852) 2528-9900 and in the United States at: (215) 942-8226. For a full list of International SOS locations and phone numbers, consult the SOS web site at http://www.internationalsos.com. 
The U.S. Embassy and Consulates in China maintain lists of local English-speaking doctors and hospitals, all of which are published on their respective ACS web pages at http://beijing.usembassy-china.org.cn.

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747) or via the CDC’s web site at http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/default.aspx.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) web site at http://www.who.int/en.  Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith/en.

Tuberculosis is an increasingly serious health concern in China.  For further information, please consult the CDC's Travel Notice on TB http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/yellowBookCh4-TB.aspx.

Some HIV/AIDS entry restrictions exist for visitors to and foreign residents of China.  There are several laws in place that do not permit those with HIV/AIDS to enter China, and long-term residents must obtain clearance from Chinese health authorities.  Please verify this information with the Embassy of China at http://www.china-embassy.org/eng before you travel.

ALTERNATIVE MEDICAL TREATMENTS:  There have been increasing numbers of foreigners coming to China to receive alternative medical treatments or procedures prohibited in the United States relating specifically to stem-cell research.  Any person contemplating these treatments should be fully aware of the risks of such procedures.  The treatments can be dangerous and untested.  The results are not guaranteed.  In many instances, patients going for treatment develop secondary infections that cannot be handled by these facilities.  They are transferred to hospitals for treatment and are responsible for all additional costs, including repatriation back to the United States.  In some cases, these treatments have resulted in death.
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[bookmark: #insurance]MEDICAL INSURANCE:  China has no public healthcare system to provide for people without insurance or money.  If you become sick or injured, you will be expected to pay for your bills, sometimes even before treatment is offered.  The Embassy and the Consulates cannot settle bill disputes with hospitals but can assist family or friends in the United States to transfer money to China.

The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas.
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[bookmark: #traffic_safety]TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS:  While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning China is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance.

The rate of traffic accidents in China, including fatal accidents, is among the highest in the world. Driving etiquette in China is still developing.  As a result, traffic is often chaotic, and right-of-way and other courtesies are often ignored.  Travelers should note that cars and buses traveling in the wrong lanes frequently hit pedestrians and bicyclists.  Pedestrians should always be careful while walking near traffic. Road/traffic conditions are generally safe if occupants of modern passenger vehicles wear seatbelts. Most traffic accident injuries involve pedestrians or cyclists who are involved in collisions or who encounter unexpected road hazards (e.g., unmarked open manholes).  Foreigners with resident permits can apply for PRC driver licenses; however, liability issues often make it preferable to employ a local driver.  Child safety seats are not widely available in China. Americans who wish to ride bicycles in China are urged to wear safety helmets meeting U.S. standards.

The number of American citizens involved in serious and deadly traffic accidents in Beijing is increasing.  The Embassy strongly encourages travelers to exercise special caution when crossing streets in China’s cities as pedestrians do not have the right-of-way.  Please note that many taxi cabs do not have functioning seatbelts for passengers.

All drivers should be aware of the Chinese regulations regarding traffic accidents.  Although a recent law states that drivers involved in a traffic accident should move their cars to the side of the road as soon as possible, in practice, the police often conduct investigations on the scene of the accident with the cars in their original positions.  Americans who cannot express themselves clearly in Chinese should call the police as soon as possible after an accident and wait to move the cars until the police permit it. 

If called to an accident, the police may take 20 minutes or longer to arrive.  Once the police arrive, they will complete a preliminary investigation and arrange a time for you to report to the police station responsible for the accident scene.  The police will prepare a written report, in Chinese, describing the circumstances of the accident.  They will present the report to you either at the scene, or more likely at the police station, and ask you to sign it verifying the details of the accident.  Do not sign the report as is unless your Chinese is good enough to completely understand the report and you find it totally accurate. If you either do not understand it or believe it is partly or wholly inaccurate, you may either:
1. Write a disclaimer on the report to the effect that you cannot read and understand the report and cannot attest to the accuracy thereof, but are signing it because of the police requirement that you do so, and then sign, or
2. Write your own version of the accident, in English, on the police form and indicate that your signature only attests to the accuracy of the English version.

Most incidents (such as an accident) will draw a crowd.  Drivers should remain calm.  A crowd will usually move in very close to the accident and participants.  In many cases the bystanders consider themselves to be an ad hoc jury.  They may call for money, usually from RMB 100 to 1,000, to be paid by the party they consider at fault.  The amount is not necessarily relevant to the amount of damage.  A certain amount of bargaining is normal, even at accidents involving two Chinese parties.  Though a crowd may seem threatening, crowd assaults on foreigners at accidents have not been reported.  If a traffic police booth is nearby, you may wish to leave the vehicle and walk there to await the arrival of the police accident team.  Alternatively, you may walk to a shop, restaurant, or other location nearby in the immediate vicinity and wait for police.

Your vehicle should not leave the scene of an accident.  Your actions may serve to further incite the crowd if they perceive that you are fleeing to evade responsibility for your share of blame or payment of damages.  The crowd may attempt to keep your vehicle at the accident scene by standing in the way or blocking the roadway with vehicles, bicycles and other objects.

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information.  Visit the web site of the China National Tourist Bureau, the Chinese authority responsible for road safety, at http://www.cnto.org/aboutchina.asp. 
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[bookmark: #aviation_safety]AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT:  The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has assessed the Government of China’s Civil Aviation Authority as being in compliance with International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) aviation safety standards for oversight of China’s air carrier operations.  For more information, travelers may visit the FAA’s web site at http://www.faa.gov/safety/programs_initiatives/oversight/iasa.

The Chinese have recently changed their security regulations for international and domestic travel.  Please check with the airlines and the airports for the most up-to-date information, or check the Beijing Capital Airport website at http://en.bcia.com.cn/.
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[bookmark: #special_circumstance]SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:    Chinese customs authorities may enforce strict regulations concerning temporary importation into or export from China of items such as antiquities, banned publications, religious literature (which may be imported for the visitor’s personal use only), or vehicles not conforming to Chinese standards.  It is advisable to contact the Embassy of China in Washington or one of China’s consulates in the United States for specific information regarding customs requirements.

Some Americans report that items purchased in China and believed to be antiques or genuine gems are often later determined to be reproductions.  Some travelers report that this occurs even at state-owned stores and museum stores.  Travel agencies and tour guides will often escort tour groups to particular shops at which the travel agency or tour guide will share in the profit, and may claim to guarantee the “authenticity” of items sold in those shops.  Travelers are warned to be vigilant when purchasing items in China.

China’s customs authorities encourage the use of an ATA (Admission Temporaire/Temporary Admission) Carnet for the temporary admission of professional equipment, commercial samples, and/or goods for exhibitions and fair purposes.  ATA Carnet Headquarters, located at the U.S. Council for International Business, 1212 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036, issues and guarantees the ATA Carnet in the United States.  For additional information call (212) 354-4480, send an e-mail to atacarnet@uscib.org, or visit www.uscib.org for details.

Please see our Customs Information.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:  The southeast coast of China is vulnerable to strong typhoons, usually from July to September.  Travelers planning a trip to China can obtain general information about natural disaster preparedness on the Internet from the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at http://www.fema.gov/.  Additional information about currently active typhoons can be obtained on the University of Hawaii tropical storm page at http://www.solar.ifa.hawaii.edu/Tropical/tropical.html.

On May 12, 2008, China's Sichuan province experienced a severe earthquake resulting in the deaths of the tens of thousands of people.  The region continues to experience aftershocks, and Americans should continue to avoid the areas of Sichuan province most severely affected by the earthquake and be prepared for travel delays in other parts of the province.  Recovery and restoration operations in the area are ongoing; infrastructure has been damaged and road, air and rail transportation disrupted.
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[bookmark: #criminal_penalties]CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which, in China, differ significantly from those in the United States and do not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offenses.  Persons violating China’s laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession of, use of, or trafficking in illegal drugs in China are severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Non-American foreigners have been executed for drug offenses.  Engaging in sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  Please see our information on Criminal Penalties. 

On March 1, 2006, a Public Security Law went into effect that gives police powers relating to the commission of a wide range of offenses, including the authority to detain and deport foreigners.  The list of offenses has been expanded to include certain religious activities and prostitution-related crimes.
 
Americans in China, who are not staying at hotels, including Americans who are staying with friends or relatives, must register with local police as soon as they arrive.  Otherwise, they may be fined up to 500 RMB per day.
Americans who are questioned by police should immediately notify the U.S. Embassy or the nearest consulate.  Foreigners detained for questioning may not be allowed to contact their national authorities until the questioning is concluded.  Foreigners who are detained pending trial have often waited over a year for their trial to begin.  Foreigners suspected of committing a crime are rarely granted bail.  Criminal punishments, especially prison terms, are much more severe than those in the United States. Several Americans currently incarcerated in China have been implicated in financial fraud schemes involving falsified bank or business documents, tax evasion schemes and assisting alien smuggling, including selling passports to provide aliens with travel documents.

In the past, protesters detained for engaging in pro-Falun Gong activities have been quickly deported from China after being questioned.  Several of these protesters alleged they were physically abused during their detention.  In addition, they allege that personal property, including clothing, cameras, and computers have not always been returned to them upon their deportation.  Chinese authorities report that while they have deported these foreigners quickly after public demonstrations in favor of the Falun Gong, future adherents who intentionally arrive in China to protest against Chinese policy may receive longer terms of detention and possibly face prison sentences.  In one instance, an American Falun Gong practitioner who was traveling in China on personal business was detained and asked to provide information on other Falun Gong sympathizers in the United States.

Several Americans have been detained and expelled for passing out non-authorized Christian literature.  Sentences for distributing this material may range from three to five years imprisonment, if someone is convicted.  Chinese customs authorities have enforced strict regulations concerning importation into China of religious literature, including bibles.  Foreigners may import only a “reasonable” amount of religious literature, which is for personal use only.  Larger quantities will likely be confiscated and other penalties may apply.
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[bookmark: #children]CHILDREN'S ISSUES:  Americans involved in child custody disputes with Chinese national spouses should be aware that Chinese courts often refuse to get involved in domestic disputes and may give preference to the Chinese citizen spouse and that Americans may encounter limited appeal opportunities under the current legal system.  For information see our Office of Children’s Issues web pages on intercountry adoption and international parental child abduction. 
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[bookmark: #registration]REGISTRATION / EMBASSY LOCATION:    Americans living or traveling in China are encouraged to register with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate through the State Department’s travel registration web site so that they can obtain updated information on travel and security within China.  Americans without Internet access may register directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency. 

Beijing: The U.S. Embassy is located at No. 55 An Jia Lou Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing.  The American Citizen Services section can be reached at (86) (10) 8531-4000 (8:30-12:00 Mon-Fri. and 2:00-4:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday) or after hours at (86)(10) 8531-4000.  For detailed information please visit the U.S. Embassy’s web site at http://beijing.usembassy-china.org.cn. The Embassy consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Beijing, Tianjin, Shandong, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Ningxia, Shaanxi, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Hebei, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, and Jiangxi.

Chengdu: The U.S. Consulate General in Chengdu is located at Number 4, Lingshiguan Road, Section 4, Renmin Nanlu, Chengdu 610041, tel. (86)(28) 8558-3992, 8555-3119, after hours (86)(28) 1370 8001 422, and email address the consularchengdu@state.gov. This consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Guizhou, Sichuan Xizang (Tibet), and Yunnan, as well as the municipality of Chongqing.

Guangzhou: The main office of the U.S. Consulate General in Guangzhou is located at Number 1 South Shamian Street, Shamian Island 200S1, Guangzhou 510133The Consular Section, including the American Citizens Services Unit, is now located at 5th Floor, Tianyu Garden (II phase), 136-146 Lin He Zhong Lu, Tianhe District, tel. (86)(20) 8518-7605; after hours (86)(20) 8121-6077, and email GuangzhouACS@state.gov. This consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan, and Fujian.

Shanghai:  The Consular Section of the U.S. Consulate General in Shanghai is located in the Westgate Mall, 8th Floor, 1038 Nanjing Xi Lu, Shanghai 200031; tel. (86) (21) 3217-4650, ext. 2102, 2013, or 2134, after hours (86) (21) 6433-3936; email shanghaiacs@state.gov. This consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Shanghai, Anhui, Jiangsu and Zhejiang.

Shenyang:  The U.S. Consulate General in Shenyang is located at No. 52, 14 th Wei Road, Heping District, Shenyang 110003; tel. (86)(24) 2322-2374; email ShenyangACS@state.gov. This consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Liaoning, Heilongjiang, and Jilin.

********
This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated September 22, 2008 to update sections on English Teachers/Secondary School Teachers and Registration/Embassy Location. 
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